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FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
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UNCLAS OTTAWA 2946 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ABLD, AFSP, CA, ASEC 

SUBJ: OFFICE SPACE FOR MONTREAL 

REF: STATE 185326 

1. RSO FEELS SHERBROOKE LOCATION CANNOT BE 
ADEQUATELY PROTECTED PHYSICALLY UNLESS THE CONSULATE 
OCCUPIES THE ENTIRE CONCOURSE. PRESENT CONSIDERATION 
TO HAVE A RESTAURANT OCCUPY A PORTION OF THE CONCOURSE 
WOULD NOT PERMIT CONTROLLED ACCESS INTO THE AREA AFTER 
HOURS AND WILL SUBJECT THE CONSULATE TO POSSIBLE 
ILLEGAL OR TERRORIST ACTIVITY AT ANY TIME. SHARING 

THE CONCOURSE WITH A PRIVATE CONCERN WOULD NEGATE 
THE ONLY ADVANTAGE FROM A SECURITY STANDPOINT OF 
SELECTING THE SHERBROOKE LOCATION. THAT ADVANTAGE 
IS COMPLETE CONTROL OF ACCESS INTO THE CONSULATE'S 
VISA-ISSUING OFFICES WHERE THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE 
CONSULATE S VISITORS APPEAR. UNTIL RECENT DISCLOSURE 
OF THE POSSIBILITY OF PLACING A RESTAURANT IN THIS 
AREA, IT HAD BEEN PLANNED TO ERECT A METAL GATE 
BARRIER AT THE TOP OF THE CIRCULAR STAIRWAY TO 
PREVENT ALL TRAFFIC INTO THE CONCOURSE AFTER HOURS. 

2. THE FACT THE CONSULATE WILL OCCUPY SPACE ON 
THREE LEVELS OF THE SHERBROOKE SITE WILL CREATE 
ADDITIONAL SECURITY PROBLEMS FROM BOTH PHYSICAL AND 
PROCEDURAL VIEWPOINT BUT THIS IS NOT AS SERIOUS AS 
HAVING TO SHARE THE CONCOURSE. 
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3. IN REGARD TO PLACE DESJARDIN'S SITE, THERE WILL 
BE OTHER BUSINESS LOCATED ON SAME LEVEL AS THE 
CONSULATE'S VISA-ISSUING OFFICES. HOWEVER, IN CONTRAST 
TO SHERBROOKE, THIS SPACE CAN BE SECURED BY LOCKING 
BOTH FRONT AND REAR ENTRANCE DOORS. IN OTHER WORDS, 
THE CONSULATE WILL HAVE COMPLETE CONTROL OVER ACCESS 
TO THE VISA WORK AREA. IT IS FELT SUCH CONTROL IS 
ESSENTIAL FOR PROPER PROTECTION OF PERSONNEL AND 
CLASSIFIED MATERIAL. 

4. REGARDLESS OF WHICH SITE IS SELECTED CAREFUL 
CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO SECURITY REQUIRE- 
MENTS. OF ALL U.S. DIPLOMATIC INSTALLATIONS IN 
CANADA, MONTREAL IS REGARDED AS THE MOST VULNERABLE 
TO ACTS OF TERRORISM AND VIOLENCE. THIS OPINION IS 
BASED ON PAST HISTORY OF FLQ KIDNAPPINGS IN THE 
QUEBEC PROVINCE; THE CONTUING SEPARATIST MOVEMENT 
IN THE PROVINCE AND RECENT DEMONSTRATIONS, INCLUDING 
BOMB THREATS DIRECTED AGAINST THE CONSULATE. FOR 
EXAMPLE, TODAY THE CONSULATE RECEIVED THREE TELEPHONE 
CALLS INVOLVING AN EXTORTION ATTEMPT DIRECTED AGAINST 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. INCIDENTS SUCH AS THIS CAN BE 
EXPECTED TO INCREASE GREATLY DURING THE COMING YEAR 
WITH THE OLYMPICS BEING HELD IN MONTREAL DURING THE 
SUMMER OF 1976. PORTER 
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